THE TWO CULTURES
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view., the development of all this central culture in
literature and the arts helps Nationalism : and the
majority of those creative minds which have produced
it have been actively Nationalist in sympathy. Yet in
the main, each wave of the movement has been set
in motion by some Anglo-Irishman. Yeats, Synge,
Lady Gregory, George Russell, and Stephens : Hyde,
Horace Plunkett, Mrs. J. R. Green, Hone, Osborne,
Miss Purser, Orpen, Lavery, Jack Yeats, Paul and
Grace Henry—none of these come from Catholic
stock : nor do Miss Lawless, Miss Barlow, Miss Somer-
ville, or Martin Ross. In the dramatic movement one
Catholic playwright, William Boyle, wrote very success-
ful and witty comedies, while nearly all the best actors,
the Fays, 0J Donovan, and Sinclair, Miss Sara All-
good and her sister Maire O'Neil, are from the older
race, as also the singers Denis 0'Sullivan and John
McCormack: and in the Gaelic League, apart from
Hyde, no Anglo-Irishman has been conspicuous. Yet
if Ireland's modern culture has been created for her
by her own people, it has come chiefly from those of
the mixed breed ; and perhaps it may be all the more
likely on that account to unify.
This at least is certain. When you get Irishmen
brought up in the same way, doing the same work,
sharing the same traditions—as, for instance, in a
regiment—there is no distinguishable difference to-
day between Protestant and Catholic. Education,
tradition, and political conditions have kept them
apart in the past: that is now ended. There is,
broadly speaking, a great deal of difference between a
Belfast man and a Dubliner : they belong to different
traditions. In many ways a Belfast Protestant is
more like a Belfast Catholic than like a Protestant of
Dublin or Cork. Yet in Belfast Catholic and Protes-
tants are still kept apart by tradition and are kept in
different circumstances: except to some degree in
the ranks of labour; for there is far more mutual
understanding between the two nations at the workers'

